
north american harvard Mk.IIA nz1057

specifications
Length:  8.84m  (29 ft)
Height:  3.57m  (11ft 8in)
Wingspan:  12.81m  (42 ft)
Powerplant:  Pratt & Whitney 
   R-1340-An-1 Wasp 
   radial , 600hp air cooled
Maximum Speed: 335 km/h  (209 mph)
Range:  1,175 km  (730 miles)
Service Ceiling: 7,400m  (24,200 ft)

NZ 1057 (RNZAF designation) is one of the 
202 American built Harvard’s delivered to the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force in the 1940s.  
Built in 1943, NZ1057 was stationed at 
Gisborne under No.30 Torpedo Squadron.  
The RNZAF disposed of the Harvard’s in the 
mid 1970s and TVI suffered the ignominy of 
becoming a playground amusement before it 
was recovered and subsequently rebuilt from 
the wheels up in to flying condition in 1998. NZ 
1057 is presented in its 1950’s RNZAF livery, 
the colours it ‘wore’ when it last flew in military 
service.



Texan to Harvard

The British expressed interest in the T6 in 1938 
and ordered 200 for the Commonwealth Air 
Training Programme based in Southern 
Rhodesia (modern day Zimbabwe).  The aircraft 
design was modelled after the Texan variant 
BC-1, and was designated as a Harvard Mk I.  
Later variants of the Harvard (Mk II, Mk III and 
Mk 4) utilised the improvements of the AT-6 
models and as such over 5000 Harvards were 

North American NA-16

NZ1057 over Christchurch NZ

The RNZAF operated 202 Harvards from 1941 till their retirement in 1977, after serving for 
36 years training Kiwi pilots.  Along with the DC3’s, which were also retired at the time, it 
was the last wartime aircraft to see service with the RNZAF.  Today there are numerous ex 
RNZAF Harvards flying in New Zealand and Australia.

The roaring forties
The Roaring Forties are the 'Flag bearers' of the New Zealand 
Warbird Association.  Comprising of 5 former RNZAF Harvards 
(including NZ1057), this precision aerobatics team 
performs at airshows and events across 
New Zealand and, on the odd 
occasion, Australia too.  

Pictures courtesy of http://rnzaf.proboards.com/ and Warbird Adventure Rides

North American Aviation’s beloved T6 Texan 
trainer earned itself the title “The Pilot Maker” 
due to its important role in preparing allied pilots 
for combat during World War Two.  The T6 is 
known  by a variety of designations depending 
on the operator and model.  The United States 
Army Air Force (USAAF), the AT-6, the United 
States Navy (USN), the SNJ, the Royal Air 
Force (RAF) and the British Commonwealth 
airforces, the Harvard, and the Royal Australian 
Airforce, the CAC Wirraway. The T6 was 
derived from North American’s first trainer, the 
NA-16 (top right), but included improvements in 
its performance via a more powerful engine 
(Pratt and Whitney’s R1370 radial) and 
retractable landing gear.   This new aircraft filled 
the advanced trainer requirement during the war 
and as such over 17,000 Texan airframes were 
manufactured.  

RNZAF Harvards over Christchurch NZ


